
The year 2017 was a milestone for the East 
Brunswick Public Library--the celebration of our 
50th anniversary. From humble beginnings in 
the basement of the township administration 
building, the library has grown to be one of the 
busiest and most prominent libraries in New 
Jersey.

Although part of the year was celebrating the 
accomplishments of the past with a series of programs 
and special events, the library also prepared for the future 
with a series of improvements throughout the building. 
Relatively unchanged since it first opened in 1976, the 
building underwent a significant renovation in 2017. Flooring 
throughout the library was replaced with new carpeting. A 
modern Circulation Desk was installed to improve the look 
and efficiency of our always-busy Circulation Department. 
The Information Desk was relocated near the public 
computers. Using a new design and custom furniture, this 
location now allows library customers to receive assistance 
from both the Reference and Customer Service staff. 

The most noticeable change in 2017 was the creation of the 
new EB Create makerspace. Opening in the latter part of the 
year, EB Create is a space for adults, teens and kids to learn, 
explore, build and create. This space features a recording 
studio, a dedicated area for technology and crafting 
programs, and video editing stations. In 2018, EB Create will 
introduce open hours six days a week for customers to come 
in and work on their projects using the library's equipment, as 
well as lendable kits allowing them to borrow equipment to 
use at home. 

Although East Brunswick Public Library has gone through 
many changes through its fifty years, it is just as well loved and 
essential to the community as in 1967. The building was open 
to the community for 3,169 hours in 2017, with approximately 
349,000 customers coming to attend our programs, take 
computer classes, build career skills and use the many 
different services that we offer. Our circulation is as active 
as always; our customers checked out over 575,000 items, 
including bestselling fiction and non-fiction titles, movies, 

East Brunswick Public Library
2017 Annual Report



albums, eBooks and more. This February, the 
library celebrated the circulation of its 30 millionth 
item.
 
East Brunswick Public Library remains an active 
member of the Libraries of Middlesex Automation 
Consortium. Our cardholders borrowed over 
30,000 items from other member libraries; we 
processed 20,000 requests for items in our 
collection for the other 30 member libraries. 

Library customers are 
increasingly turning to our 
digital offerings, like hoopla 
digital for movies, music and 
graphic novels, and Zinio, for 
magazines, which they can 
access on demand over the 
internet. 

Our databases, used by both 
children and adults, were 
searched over 310,000  times 
this year. 

The library added two exciting new online 
resources. Universal Class offers hundreds of free 
courses taught by human instructors, with topics 
ranging from web development to genealogy 
to bookkeeping. The library also now provides 
access to the free tutoring service through 
Tutor.com. Students (from kindergarten through 
college) can receive help in over 40 subjects 
including math, science, social studies and test 
prep. The service provides assistance for adults, 

including GED, citizenship, job search and 
resume writing. 

The community's need for modern technology 
was addressed throughout the year. The Youth 
Services department began circulating iPads 
and Chromebooks to children and teens. This 
program has been popular, with the devices 
being checked out about 300 times a month. 

By year's end, the library 
implemented a new point-
of-sale system, enabling our 
customers to make credit 
card payments at any 
service desk in the library. 
The library also made several 
improvements to improve 
the safety of our customers 
and staff, including security 
cameras and a public 
address system to make 
announcements throughout 
the building. 

East Brunswick Public Library continues to 
focus on the theme of bringing our community 
together. The library partnered with the East 
Brunswick Arts commission to host concerts and 
dance workshops, and with the East Brunswick 
Human Relations Council for a documentary 
discussion series. The Option Green Lecture Series 
was put together through a partnership with 
the Friends of the East Brunswick Environmental 
Commission, and it won the Association of 

The new EB Create makerspace provides a dedicated area 
for STEAM programs, including computer programming, 
LEGO-powered robotics, video editing, sound recording and 
crafting.

The library held quarterly business networking breakfasts 
that allowed small business owners and job seekers an 
opportunity to connect, as well as a chance to learn about 
services offered through the library’s Business Resource 
Connection. 

348,960 
People visited East 
Brunswick Public 
Library in 2017



New Jersey Environmental Commission's 2017 
Environmental Achievement Award. 

The library provided people the ability to give 
back to the community. The 50 teen volunteer 
members of the Teen Library Connection spent 
the summer creating weekly events and activities 
for over 300 children. A volunteer fair connected 
175 adults with 25 local nonprofit organizations 
that needed assistance. The library also planned 
a Reading to Action project that consisted of 
book discussions about environmental issues and 
culminated in a park clean up. The library also 
held a Foods for Fines program, which allowed 
library customers to pay back 
their library fines by donating 
food that was distributed to 
food banks that serve our 
community. 

East Brunswick Public Library 
has worked to better serve 
the diverse community that 
calls East Brunswick home. The 
library has partnered with the 
CACA Mid-Jersey Chinese 
School and Indian Cultural Society to strengthen 
our foreign language collections.  The library has 
also partnered with East Brunswick Public Schools 
and Literacy New Jersey to host ESL classes and 
English conversation groups. These programs 
allow the newest members of our community 
to become more familiar with English language 
learning. The Youth Services department held 
the first ever Ramadan storytime, with over one 

hundred children and their parents attending to 
learn about the holiday.

Just for the Health of It, East Brunswick Public 
library's health and wellness information initiative, 
continues to be recognized. It received the 
New Jersey Hospital Association's Community 
Health Outreach Award, due to the library's 
partnership with Robert Wood Johnson University 
Hospital and Saint Peter's University Hospitals to 
increase community health literacy. Through 
this partnership, the library regularly offers health 
programs and screenings to the community. 
The library's trained consumer health librarians 

interacted with over 1,300 
customers at the library and 
health outreach events, 
leading to 750 health and 
wellness research questions. 

The library continues to 
foster a relationship with the 
business community and job 
seekers. In December, the 
library held its third annual 
job fair in partnership with 

Assemblywoman Nancy Pinkin. The event 
connected over 250 attendees with 25 different 
national and local companies. The library 
also held four quarterly business networking 
breakfasts, bringing together the many small 
businesses that are in our community. Our 
partnership with the New Jersey Department 
of Labor and Workforce Development offered 
career search assistance through the New 

Several hundred people visited the library for the 
third annual New Jersey Makers Day. Several outside 
organizations partnered with the library to host science and 
technology themed workshops for all ages. 

East Brunswick Public Library celebrated it’s fiftieth 
anniversary with a series of special celebrations and events, 
including special author programs featuring New York Times-
bestselling romance author Stephanie Evanovich and Star 
Wars author Jason Fry.

575,176 
Items were 

checked out by East 
Brunswick Public 

Library cardholders



Jersey Career Connections 
program. Through this, the 
library received the Career 
Connections Grant to 
support the program, as well 
as winning the Promising 
Practices Award by the 
New Jersey Department 
of Labor for supporting the 
grant. East Brunswick Public 
Library was the only library 
to receive this distinguished 
award for marketing New 
Jersey Career Connections at job fairs, hospital 
outreach, one-on-one training sessions and 
monthly Path To Employment workshops.

Children and families are still a huge priority for East 
Brunswick Public Library. Programs like the hands-
on Maker Wednesdays provide an opportunity to 
learn a wide variety of skills like sewing, cooking and 
robotics. Children's programming goes beyond just 
storytime; topics have included nutrition, emotional 
wellness and STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, art and mathematics). In total, over 
23,000 children and their parents participated in 
family programs throughout the year. 

EBTV had yet another busy year, producing 236 
original programs, as well as an additional 231 
segments for the "This Week In East Brunswick" 
show. As television viewing habit change, the 
station has begun live streaming events over 

the internet. Their YouTube 
channel has been very popular, 
with online viewers watching 
one million minutes of content 
digitally. 

East Brunswick Public Library 
even managed to register 2,186 
new users for their library cards 
this year, due in part to high 
visibility in the community. The 
library regularly visits schools, 
preschools and the senior center 
to share information about 

library services. Community outreach was done 
at events like East Brunswick Day and Spring Fest, 
and the library had a regular presence at the 
Rutgers Gardens Farmers Market. Home News 
Tribune and East Brunswick Sentinel regularly 
feature stories about the library and its programs. 
Thanks to an active presence on social media, the 
library's visibility goes beyond central New Jersey. 
Our content has been shared by libraries across 
the country, Canada, England and Scotland. 

For East Brunswick Public Library, 2017 will 
be remembered as a year of celebration, 
transformation and accomplishment. These 
successes were possible, due to the combination 
of our dedicated staff and the unending support 
of our residents, Mayor and Township Council, the 
Library Board of Trustees, the Friends of the Library 
and the Library Foundation.

East Brunswick Public Library briefly closed in the late summer to complete a series of renovations throughout the building. 
They included the creation of the new EB Create makerspace, a modern circulation desk and a completely redesigned 
information desk. The project also involved the installation of new carpeting and furniture throughout the building, most of 
which has been the same since the library first opened in 1976.

32,521 
People attended 

the 1,497 programs 
and special events 
were held at East 
Brunswick Public 
Library in 2017

East Brunswick Public Library Board of Trustees

Wayne Christie, President  ●  Mary Pan, Vice President  ●  Dr. Arthur Lewin, Treasurer  ●  Patricia Palumbo, Secretary
Patricia Laduca, Alt. Superintendent of Schools  ●  Dinesh Behal  ●  Dr. Deborah Cornavaca, Ph. D.  ●  Aarti Punjabi
Jennifer Podolsky, Library Director


