East Brunswick Public Library
Board of Trustees Meeting
September 16, 2025

Attendees:

Otu Amankwah Karen Parry, Library Director

Dr. Joyce Boley Maria Carmelo, Exec. Admin. Assistant (arr. 7:24 pm)
Mr. Wayne Christie April Yu, Teen Representative

Dr. Kenneth Freedman Sahana Ramkumar, Teen Representative

Joseph Palombit Robin Rushfield, Friends of the Library Treasurer

Ms. Colleen Talbot

Mr. Amankwabh called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. A roll call was made and a quorum was
present. Mr. Amankwabh stated that the meeting was advertised and the Open Public Meetings
Act requirements were met.

All rose for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes of August 19, 2025:

Dr. Freedman made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 19, 2025 meeting. Mr.
Palombit seconded. Voting yes: Mr. Amankwah, Mr. Christie, Dr. Freedman, and Mr. Palombit.
Voting no: None. Abstaining: Dr. Boley and Ms. Talbot.

Closed Session Minutes of August 19, 2025:

Dr. Freedman made a motion to approve the closed session minutes of the August 19, 2025
meeting. Mr. Palombit seconded. Voting yes: Mr. Amankwah, Mr. Christie, Dr. Freedman, and
Mr. Palombit. Voting no: None. Abstaining: Dr. Boley and Ms. Talbot.

Public Participation:

April Yu presented the July Teen Report. Teen volunteers finished the summer strong with over
184 volunteering hours logged. August was also the last month of the six-month circulation
volunteer rotation, with the new rotation beginning in September and ending in February. The
Teen Summer Reading program ended with 2,125 points earned by the teens for reading,
attending events and completing themed challenges. Six teens earned grand prizes, including
gift cards, a Bluetooth speaker and an instant camera bundle. Some program highlights in
August include Open Mic Night, a Community Scrapbook Event and the third annual Super
Smash Brothers Tournament.

Ms. Rushfield presented the Friends Report. The Friends are every busy this month with many
fundraisers and preparing for the 50 Annual Friends of the Library Book Sale! Over 9,000
pounds of donations were collected at the Clothing Drive, raising $1,994.00. Even with the rain,



people came out and supported us! The Saint Barts yard sale on Saturday, September 14" raised
$240.00. The Friend’s in-house Bling Sale raised $815.00 and is a continued success. Dine to
Donate raised $776.32 with EB Chinese, $148.62 with Habit Burger and a total of $734.00 with
Smash Burger. Smash Burger was very good to us and would like for us to do it again. The in-
house book sale raised $2,421.00 and Karate Self Defense raised $60.00. The Friends will be at
EB Day on October 5 and the Book Sale will be held at the library from October 20" through
October 27™, with extended hours on Friday and Saturday. The Friends are excited to announce
that their 2026 library appropriation is $50,000.00!

There was no Township report.

Dr. Boley presented the School Report. We are in the second full week of school! Back to
School nights are happening across all 11 schools. A new Superintendent will be appointed
soon. Dr. Boley is planning to collaborate with Ms. Parry to connect more students to Tutor.com
and the research/streaming services offered by the East Brunswick Library. The new ESL and
Adult ESL Instructors will be connected with Librarian Paul Kibala so he can attend the Parent
ESL Night and an ESL/Citizenship class, sharing library resources. The district will be closed
Tuesday, September 23™ and Wednesday, September 24" for Rosh Hashanah.

There were no Public Comments.

Financial Report:

Ms. Parry presented the Financial Report. Ms. Parry expressed her concern regarding the
library’s budget, presuming we will be experiencing budget cuts in the near future. She will be
educating staff that we have to be more prudent with spending. The union is costing the library
more with part timers now having 10 paid holidays, where part timers at other libraries receive
no paid holidays. There is very little turnover with part time staff as they would not receive
these holidays working at other libraries. We are 66% expended to date, at 71% through the
year. Ms. Parry will be working with the management team to go over the budget.

Mr. Palombit made a motion to approve the September 20, 2025 Bill List. Ms. Talbot seconded.
Voting yes: Mr. Amankwah, Dr. Boley, Mr. Christie, Dr. Freedman, Mr. Palombit and Ms.
Talbot. Voting no: None. Abstaining: None.

Correspondence:

There was no correspondence.

Reports of Standing and Special Committees:

There were no reports of standing or special committee reports.



Director’s Report:

Ms. Parry presented the Director’s Report. Staff are doing a great job throughout the library.

We are partnering with the East Brunswick Human Relations Counsel, putting together loanable
Cultural Diversity and Disability Boxes which will consist of visual eye simulator glasses, sign
language flash cards, books about different cultures, including braille books and more. The
library is working on a new program with Dr. Kenneth Freedman; the movie series, “Aligned for
Life”, will show award winning films, such as Food, Inc. and will give the public tremendous
insight on the connection between food and health. This week is Welcoming Week at the
library. This is the second year the library has participated in this national movement, which
embraces differences and promotes cultural awareness with fun games and activities patrons can
participate in for prizes paid for by the Friends of the Library. We are partnering with the
township with CarFit and Penn Medicine at the Community Arts Center to help seniors by
checking car mirrors and seat heights in an effort to promote car safety. There have been many
comments and concerns from staff regarding safety at the library. We now have special duty
officers in the library building instead of a security guard and possible camera system integration
with the East Brunswick Police Department is being considered. Staff Development Day is
October 13™ and will consist of various safety trainings, lunch and a guided meditation to end the
day.

Mr. Christie made a motion to approve the August 2025 Director’s Report. Ms. Talbot
seconded. Voting yes: Mr. Amankwah, Dr. Boley, Mr. Christie, Dr. Freedman, Mr. Palombit
and Ms. Talbot. Voting no: None. Abstaining: None.

Old Business:

Ms. Talbot made a motion to approve the revised 2025 Schedule of Days Closed. Mr. Palombit
seconded. Voting yes: Mr. Amankwah, Dr. Boley, Mr. Christie, Dr. Freedman, Mr. Palombit
and Ms. Talbot. Voting no: None. Abstaining: None.

Dr. Boley made a motion to approve the revised 2026 Schedule of Days Closed. Mr. Palombit
seconded. Voting yes: Mr. Amankwah, Dr. Boley, Mr. Christie, Dr. Freedman, Mr. Palombit
and Ms. Talbot. Voting no: None. Abstaining: None.

Dr. Freedman made a motion to approve the Cultural and Community Celebrations Policy. Ms.
Talbot seconded. Voting yes: Mr. Amankwah, Dr. Boley, Mr. Christie, Dr. Freedman, Mr.
Palombit and Ms. Talbot. Voting no: None. Abstaining: None.

New Business:

Mr. Palombit made a motion to approve the library’s Youth Safety Policy. Ms. Talbot seconded.
Voting yes: Mr. Amankwah, Dr. Boley, Mr. Christie, Dr. Freedman, Mr. Palombit and Ms.
Talbot. Voting no: None. Abstaining: None.



Ms. Talbot made a motion to approve the permanent Small Group Study Room Policy. Mr.
Palombit seconded. Voting yes: Mr. Amankwah, Dr. Boley, Mr. Christie, Dr. Freedman, Mr.
Palombit and Ms. Talbot. Voting no: None. Abstaining: None.

Dr. Freedman made a motion to approve the library’s Service Animal Policy. Mr. Palombit
seconded. Voting yes: Mr. Amankwah, Dr. Boley, Mr. Christie, Dr. Freedman, Mr. Palombit
and Ms. Talbot. Voting no: None. Abstaining: None.

Resolution #10,890

Acceptance of the 2024 Audit of Library Accounts

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-4 requires that the Board of Trustees appoint a registered municipal
accountant to audit the Library’s financial records; and

WHEREAS, PKF O’Connor Davies, LLP performed the audit for the year ending December 31, 2024
and submitted the report on July 11, 2025.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the East Brunswick Public Library Board of Trustees
accepts the audit report from PKF O’Connor Davies, LLP.

Dr. Freedman made a motion to approve Resolution #10,890 — Acceptance of the 2024 Audit of
Library Accounts. Mr. Christie seconded. Voting yes: Mr. Amankwah, Dr. Boley, Mr. Christie,
Dr. Freedman, Mr. Palombit and Ms. Talbot. Voting no: None. Abstaining: None.

Information Items:

There were no information items.

Adjournment:

There being no further business, Ms. Talbot made a motion to adjourn at 8:56 pm. Dr. Boley
seconded. The motion was unanimously approved.

Respectfully submitted,
Mr. Wayne Christie, Secretary



